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The James J. Hill Reference Library Expands Leadership
Matthew Bellin Joins Impressive Team
ST. PAUL, Minn., (Jan. 2, 2008) – The James J. Hill Reference Library (Hill Library) today announces the appointment of Matthew Bellin as chief operating officer, Peter Gilbertson as chairman of the board of directors and Roger Meyer as acting chief executive officer.
The leadership expansion coincides as the Hill Library launches a new development campaign.
Matthew Bellin will lead the organization’s executive team in the implementation of the board of directors’ policies and direct internal operations. Previously, Bellin was president of Sign-Zone. Under his leadership, market share increased and revenues doubled.
Peter Gilbertson succeeds Roger Meyer, who completed his two year term as chairman of the board of directors. Gilbertson, who will serve a two year term, is founder and chief executive officer of Anacostia & Pacific Company, and chairman of Anacostia Rail Holdings and the Chicago South Shore & South Bend, Louisville & Indiana, Northern Lines and Pacific Harbor Line railroads. Gilbertson’s responsibilities as chairman are to lead the board in its development program and to act as liaison between the board and staff.  Previously, as vice chairman, Gilbertson played a major role in board leadership with an emphasis on governance matters.
“I am honored to continue my involvement with the Hill Library,” said Gilbertson. “During my tenure we have expanded our programs and services to attract a global audience. Our focus in 2008 will be business development and increasing our endowment.”

 As acting chief executive officer, Roger Meyer will continue to lead all aspects of the Hill Library until a new president is selected. During the first half of 2008, the Hill Library board of directors will begin a search for a new president, focusing on identifying an individual whose passion and expertise is related to non-profit development.
Sam Richter, president, left the organization on December 31, 2007 to pursue other opportunities, including the launch of his upcoming book, Take the Cold Out of Cold Calling.

“We welcome Matt and are thrilled that Peter continues his leadership role with us,” said Meyer. “Collectively they bring strong business, development and organizational skills to the Hill Library. Their appointments reflect a change in executive leadership that will guide the Hill Library effectively through its next level of strategic evolution. All of us at the Hill Library extend our very best wishes to Sam and thank him for his contributions.”
Recent business accomplishments of the Hill Library staff have been the creation of online programs that have fulfilled the board’s vision to serve a global audience. These online programs have transformed the Hill Library into a national business resource increasing comparable revenue by 500 percent and usage by more than 10,000 percent with the Hill Library now serving more than 1.7 million online and in-person visitors. 

In 2007, the Hill Library changed its non-profit status from a supporting organization, where the Hill Library provided service to the seven St. Paul private colleges, to a publicly supported charity charged with generating broad public support for its programs. The Hill Library was able to make this change based on five consecutive years of accelerated membership growth and donations. In addition to the legal status change, the Hill Library also now has numerous programs ripe for development support.

About The James J. Hill Reference Library

Founded in 1921, The James J. Hill Reference Library (Hill Library) is a non-profit, private business research organization, located in St. Paul, Minn. It is considered the nation’s premier source for publicly accessible practical business information. Through its walk-in service, online products, educational programs and professional services, the Hill Library helps people achieve their business dreams by providing access to the best informational resources and expert reference assistance. www.jjhill.org.
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