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Media Alert

Start A Franchise: What You Need to Know Before You Leap
Learn what it takes to start and develop a franchise enterprise through the life story of Joe Francis, an American entrepreneur who became the 20th Century’s franchise pioneer of the hair care industry 

	What: 
	Start A Franchise: What You Need to Know Before You Leap

Edwin Klein, author of Joe Francis autobiography, and Florence Francis will speak at the Hill Library about the opportunities and challenges associated with starting and operating a franchise enterprise, relaying the story of one of the most successful franchise enterprises of the 20th Century, The Barbers, Inc. founded by St. Paul native Joe Francis (1933-1994). 

	When: 
	Wednesday, June 2; 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

	Where:
	80 West Fourth Street, St. Paul, MN 55102; FREE parking at Victory and Lawson ramps

	Fee:
	Hill Library members: $25; Non-members: $35; Students: $25 (enter coupon: barbers)

	Highlights:
	This seminar will help you better understand how to: 

- Deal with business start up challenges               - Select the right strategies to grow your business 

- Take advantage of franchising opportunities     - Decide whether to stay local or go national, or global
Each attendee will receive a FREE copy of the book, “Joe Francis, An American Entrepreneur: His Journey from Mazeppa to Moscow” by Edwin Klein

	Details:
	Hear about how Joe Francis, entrepreneur and founder of The Barbers, Inc., started and developed his franchise and went on to become the 20th Century’s franchise pioneer of the hair care industry.
Edwin Klein, author of Joe Francis biography, and Florence Francis, wife of Joe Francis, will explore common questions that people who want to leap into a franchise business often ask.

"Joe Francis’ story isn't just a man in the ‘hair care’ business; it's about the triumph of overcoming a struggle with poverty, challenges and grief. It's about unending optimism and determination; it's about the ‘American Dream’ in its finest form," said Klein.

Franchising was in its infancy when Francis proved analysts wrong who claimed, "you'll never be able to franchise hair salons." In 1963, he founded The Barbers, Inc., which over 36 years became a 1,000-franchise salon global business. The Barbers was rated as one of America's top franchise companies in Forbes, Nation's Business, Venture, Success and Corporate Report. Francis has been hailed Minnesota Entrepreneur of the Year, Inc. Magazine U.S. Entrepreneur of the Year and International Franchise Association Hall of Fame inductee.

Edwin Klein writes biographies of entrepreneurs in all walks of life. He is the founder of several businesses, including a national franchise organization, United Snack Group, Inc. 

	
	To learn more about this event, please visit www.jjhill.org/events or call 651.265.5500.


###

The James J. Hill Reference Library is a private, non-profit library located in St. Paul, Minnesota. The Library houses a world-class collection of resources and is considered the most comprehensive publicly accessible practical business library in America. The mission of the Hill Library is to provide access to and assistance in finding the practical business information clients need to succeed. The Hill Library was founded in 1921 by one of the nation's true business pioneers, James J. Hill. More information at www.jjhill.org. 

